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DPW'S NEW ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT LEAVES 
THE COUNTY UNCONVINCED 
BUT DIVIDED IN ACTION 

NCE AGAIN THE COUNTY AD- 
Iministration's own divis¬ 
ion of authorities and its 
basic lack of central focus e- 
rupted this week - this time in 
the matter of what department 
or which individuals would study 
and give answer to the new, 
court-ordered environmental im¬ 
pact report of the Department 
of Water and Power. The week's 
confrontation centered around 
the county planning commission 
and the board of supervisors. A 
third, but relatively silent, 
competitor for authority was 
the county's legal department 
which in the final analysis will 
have to deal with the ETR in the 
ongoing litigation over the val¬ 
ley's groundwater and the DWP 
pumps that ignited the county's 
legal war in the first place. 

Departmental tensions and 
differences revealed themselves 
almost immediately as the sup¬ 
ervisors' meeting got underway 
at independence. 

The basic conflict arises 
in the planning commissioners' 
belief - a belief not totally 
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Lone Pine's Dr. Walter Wilson will retire 

"Tired after about 130 years." Story P. 3 , 


News Briefs 


The COUNTY 


BRADLEY DECIDES TO CONFER; HAYAKAWA WILL 
VISIT; DR. WALTER WILSON WILL RETIRE; 

NEW YORK PHOTOGRAPHER WILL COVER INYO; AND 
BARKS, NOT BITES, AT RESERVATION CANINES 

F OR LONG STORMY MONTHS - ever since it 
got into its legal conflicts with the 
Department of Water and Power (See EIR 
HASSLE, above) —Inyo's officialdom has been 
consistently snubbed in its requests to talk 
with Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley. It came 
as some surprise, then, last week when the 
mayor himself proposed such a meeting. The 
mayor's suggestion is thought to have come 
out of a chance meeting between Bradley and 
Inyo s special legal counsel, Antonio Ross- 
man, when both attended a meeting in Southern 
California® Cornered by Rossman, Bradley ag¬ 
reed to a conference with "a couple" of In¬ 
yo's supervisors. The limit in the number of 
supervisors is a restriction of California's 
Brown Act, not hizzoner. Local officials ac¬ 
cepted the proposal this past week, albeit 
with some skepticism arising out of the fact 
that the mayor recently made much of his ap¬ 
pointment of an "Inyo County liaison" desig¬ 
nated to deal with such matters, "^e've been 
this route before," was the dry comment of 
Supervisor Chairman Richard McDonald, but the 
supervisors will try again. A letter accept¬ 
ing Bradley's proposal was being drafted at 
mid-week. It was an offer hardly anyone could 
refuse• 

(NEWS BRIEFS continued on Page 3) 
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tong' lines 0/ 
irrigation sprays 
water an alfalfa 
field south of Big 
Pine. The field 
is part of the 
Samataguma Ranch 
properties leased 
from the Devart- 
ment of Water and 
Power. Such leases 
are an integral 
vart of the issue 
of groundwater 
pumping in the 
Owens Va lley. DWP 
claims that if 


H agriculture here. 
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EIR, Continued 

unfounded under the laws that direct their ac¬ 
tivities - that they constitute the county's 
official environmental review board. And in 
many issues, in fact, they serve in just that 
capacity. But in the delicate politics and 
sensitive negotiations involving DWP, the sup¬ 
ervisors clearly wish to maintain control; in 
any case it is they who have final say and in 
the DWP EIR issue they apparently would prefer 
to cut out the middlemen and continue their 
more-or-less secret strategy planning with the 
lawyers that handle the groundwater pumping 
matter in the courts. 

Much in evidence at this week's stormy 
session (stormy, until an embarrassed board 
finally called an executive session) were 
Planning Director Doug Sherburne and Planning 
Commissioner Bob Gracey. In answer to Sher¬ 
burne’s proposal, County Administrator JohnK. 
Smith said he wants to leave the EIR matter 
"up to the experts" hired by the county for 
that purpose: the county's hydrologist and a 
special attorney, Antonio Rossman and others* 

Gracey had asked that the supervisors 
"set the ground rules" for how the county in¬ 
tends to work out an answer to DWP's EIR. His 
response was short and it too came frcm Smith: 
let Phil Williams, the hydrologist, and Ross¬ 
man write the answer. 

That prompted more argument from Sher¬ 
burne. "What about the planning commission," 
he demanded, "Eveiy member of my staff is de¬ 
voting time to the EIR. We're trying to avoid 
duplication of effort." 

•‘■'he challenge provoked a finn and cool¬ 
ly bland answer from Supervisor Chairman Ri¬ 
chard McDonald. "I don’t necessarily concur," 
he said, ^e had earlier commented that it ap¬ 
pears that all information about the EIR would 
best be channeled through the end of an off¬ 
icial funnel into one "final statement." 

Wherever, or however, the information 
is channeled, it appears unlikely that the 
county government will admit any validity to 
the EIR or to the presence of DWP's ground- 
water pumps in the valley. Most officials in 
every department seem committed to ending, or 
seriously curtailing DWP's drain on Inyo's • 
Page 2 


water resources. 

Questioned as to -whether he wa3 "aware" 
that the county had hired "experts," Gracey 
told Administrator Smith (Photo, Page 1) that 
"The commission is the environmental review- 
board for the county," that "This is our job. 

I know the county has experts." 

As tempers began to flare, the supervis¬ 
ors became increasingly aware of the presence 
of the media. Smith softened a bit: "We're not 
saying 'hands off," he told Gracey. "We want 
input, but what you're saying is that the ans¬ 
wer would be fragmented." 

And on it went. McDonald broke in to call 
an executive session that would take the argu- 
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Supervisor Chairman Richard McDonald 

"Not necessarily concurring" 


ment beyond the hearing of DWP and the media. 
Under law, the supervisors can call an execu¬ 
tive, or private, meeting only to discuss ei¬ 
ther "personnel" or "legal" matters. Question¬ 
ed as to the basis for the closed session, Mc¬ 
Donald replied curtly: "Personnel." 

"No," interjected Supervisor Wilma Math. 
"Legal." 

Aa the day's hassles drew to a close, no 
clear-cut actions were taken, not publicly at 
any rate, but the supervisors and some of the 
planning department members scheduled a meet¬ 
ing with the attorneys for late in the week. 

Meanwhile, several weeks after its init- 
« (See EIR on Page 10) 











NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 


HE IS LONE PINE'S WIT 
and wiseacre, irrepres¬ 
sible critic of redtape 
and bureaucracy, sharp 
as a scalpel in his off- 
the-wall comments about 
practically anything to 
friends, patients, and 
sometimes to Inyo's of¬ 
ficious officialdom. At 
73 (7U in December) he 
is the elder statesman 
of Inyo medicine and one 
of the founders of the 
county's northern hospi¬ 
tal district. For the 
past 2JU years Walter Wil¬ 
son of Lone Pine has 
treated a lion's share 
of the town's ills 

"without a vacation" as — "■ ‘*- 

he said this week. But This eye-catching hybrid is registered to a San Diego private detect- 

no more. "You can say," ive, Marvin Stevens, and his wife, Virginia , as a "reconstructed ve- 
he told a reporter, "that hide." And reconstructed it certainly is: a Volks "Bug" with a stove 
I have confirmed the ru- an( t a sink, that sleeps six. On vacation here, Stevens said his "Super 
mor that I am going to Bugger" cost about $6500, "drives well," is not top heavy, but that 
retire. I told the hos- would be nice to have more horsepower." It has a special carburet- 

pital board that they ov compensate for some of the additional weight. Chrome ladder at 
better start looking fcr rear leads up to a luggage carrier that also serves as a sun deck. 
some doctors." Wilson 


said he is making his retirement official as 
of Oct 31 - the date that his malpractice in¬ 
surance "runs out." 

"I'm tired. I don't feel like practicing 
anymore. I feel like it's time to quit. If you 
count the days and hours I've put in, it comes 
to ah)out 130 years." Based on the average view 
of a UO-hour week, the retiring physician is 
probably about right in the estimate. He began 
at 25 vd th a 10—hour, seven-day-a-week sched¬ 
ule. h e went through high school and college 
in six and a half years "with seven summer 
school sessions." That was at Loma Linda Uni¬ 
versity from which he graduated. 

WLlsor is the living proof of the value 
of a vegetarian diet. A devout Adventist he 
offers to anyone who will listen a mixture of 
spiritual sagacity and worldly prophylaxis 
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Congressional Candidate'Soaqe' down but not out 

Campaign 3ign vandalism in Inyo County 


for the many ills he treats; in that he has 
been eminently successful if patient loyalty 
is any measure. In spite of his age he has 
worked at his Lone Pine clinic and at South¬ 
ern Inyo Hospital a schedule of hours that 
loaves younger workers in awe. In the early 
50's he and some Bishop dpctors pushed through 
a bill, later signed by the governor, that cre¬ 
ated the Northern Inyo Hospital District and 
that hospital itselfo And what will he do in 
retirement? "Oh, I don't kncrw 0 Who knows? 

'1’hey may want me to keep working. Maybe you 
better save all this and write up a big sto¬ 
ry when I actually quit." 

"And what am I going to do?," argued 
with some anxiety the reporter, himself a pa¬ 
tient of Dr. Wilson's. 

"Well, you ought to cut back on the smo¬ 
king. And if you can't quit, then just smoke 
them down half-way. Put a circle around the 
middle of the cigaret. And don't get sick." 

THE LEGISLATORS ARE THINKING ABOUT PLACING" 
limitations on the number of bills that any 
one of them can introduce in any given sess¬ 
ion at Sacramento. Not only does one assembly 
measure cost up to $21*00 for drafting, print¬ 
ing and distribution, it clogs the assembly's 
macliinery bogging it down in paper. There are 
those who claim such a measure might hamper 
"the democratic process," but others, such as 
inyo's Assemblyman Larry Chimbole, disagree: 
"Time literally ran out on six dozen assembly 
measures as the senate failed to take up the 
bills before...deadline." An issue scheduled 
to come up in the next session; a lid on gov¬ 
ernment budgets. 

4t-SHr 

AFTER MONTHS OF LETTERS AND TELEPHONE CALLS 
and what she calls "a lot of perseverance," 
Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce Manager Pat 
Far lander finally persuaded California's U.S. 

enator S.I. Hayakawa to come to Inyo County. 
Finally, he agreed, and then the meeting was 
(NEWS BRIEFS continued on Page 1*) 
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End of another day at ‘the san’ 
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The sun qoes down, 
the liqhts qo on and 
the patients at Lone 
Pine’s county "san" 
see the close of an¬ 
other day. A few 
watch television, 
others read. Some 
turn inward in lon- 
1 iness or pain. A 
nurse, author of the 
accompanyina poem, 
says they need "real 
thinqs to do." A few 
would be more active 
but there are no 
"real" activities. 

See FORUM letter, V. IP. 


Thy Father, Thy Mother 


They did not ask to come here, 

Our Aged Ones 

Who sit cramved in this space 
Day after long day. 

The lingering presence of Death 
Haunting'. 

Hopeless they survive, 

Living their remaining lives 
Among strangers; too old, too worn 
To reach out and touch'. 

It is up to us (Tomorrow's Aged'.) 

To nurture the remaining lives. 

To lift the feebled hands and hearts 
So they may give again 
And receive. 

They cling to us: We who work 
Among the Aged Poor 
Leaning on us for Life. 

But there are many of them, 

Too few of us. 

They need your help. 

They 're yours too; 

Your father, your mother. 

They belong to us all, 

These abandoned and forgotten 
Who built our towns 
And gave us life'. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

literally washed out with the rains that caus¬ 
ed flooded highways. But Farlander continued 
her campaign: "It wasn’t easy, getting him to 
come here, but I told him we are an isolated 
area, kind, of the step-children of California, 
and have never had a US senator come to visit." 
He's expected on Oct. 19, "fresh from Washing¬ 
ton," and hopefully harboring answers to Inyo 
questions about wilderness and labor reform. 

#** 

ALMOST WITHIN HOURS AFTER HER FIRST CONCERT 
of the season, Flanist Iren Marik (News-Letter, 
Oct. 6) was stricken with an ulcer attack and 
hospitalized at Bishop. It was the second 
such attack for the 73-year-old artist in the 
past year. Friends said she expects to remain 
hospitalized about two weeks. Marik began her 
6lst professional season to a packed house 
just before the attack. Her "hall" is the home 
she shares with Novelist Evelyn Eaton. So pack¬ 
ed was her audience that many stood, or sat, 
in a garden outside. 
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It is true: 

They come here to die, not to live. 

We take them from life 

And herd them together as sheep 
(Our Lord saw them as lambs!) 

In a lump of noise, confusion and 
Lonliness. 

It is time now for us to 
Return the love and care , 

To ease the strained and time-worn faces 
And see again Love ’s flash of light 
Return to wearied eyes; 

Warm touching, human to human. 

They need a place 

With real things to do. 

They are not children; only child-like. 

(Become as little children!) 

They need a place to live! 

They need Community 

Within the community, 

Where they may live 

In expectancy and hope; 

Where they may tire not by clinging 
To empty days. 

But, once again, 

From the act of Life! 

- Ann Capodanno 


OTHER COUNTIES ARE DOING IT, SO WHY NOT INYO? 
That’s the argument of Planning Director Doug 
Sherburne who wants to raise the fees charged 
for zoning applications and other zoning matters 
Supervisor Johnny Johnson asked Sherburne how 
long he had known that Inyo’s fees were out of 
line with other counties. "Months, if not a year, 
was the reply. "This is a bad time," said John¬ 
son. "If a zone re-classification is granted, 
then it appears the zone was wrong in the first 
place. Why pay $2l;0 to establish something that 
is right anyway?" In other words, applicants 
are placed in position of having to pay for some¬ 
thing that in Johnson’s mind should have been 
right anyway. He's therefore against an increase 
Along those same lines, the county administrator 
voiced an objection to the doubling of fees it 
costs to appeal planning commission decisions: 
"My opinion," he noted, "is that those who ap¬ 
peal feel misused, and they should have the op¬ 
portunity to appeal without paying again. I 
have a deep feeling about that process." But 
Sherburne argued that it would be "whimsical" if 

(NEVIS BRIEFS continued. Page 12) 




















On our new bright screen.,, 

jTa & ood 

W\OV\t- 

..TONIGHT! 


OCT 11-14: 



AND I WANT 

TO HOLD 
YOUR HAND 


AND OCT 15-17: 

"An Unmarried Woman" AND "Fraternity Row" 






SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 
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«j| Upholstering^ 

fit# FURNITURE BUILT TO t i 

ORDER - REPAIRED & 

REBUILT 

► BOAT COVERS 
►AUTO & TRUCK SEATS 

► WOOD REPAIRING & REHNISWNG 
-ALL AT(^T J f 

end on i, bishop’s 

EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

SIMMONS ^wa'rranty) 

BEAUTYREST 

Famous LA-ZBOY Chairs 

No need to order -All items in stock 

CALL' 


i\ 

Jfj 

l ! 

Rffl 

til! 
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Hi 
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873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

tfendon furniture C 
'Upholstery Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 

175 E. PINE BISHOP 




The'WINE BARREL'- 

gourmet foods ♦ fine wines 


unique addition inside 
Manor Market houses the 
largest wine cellar in 
Inyo County. The "Nine Barrel" 
offers California’s finest wines 
ani the great imports - France, It¬ 
aly, Portugal, Germany t many others. 


ANOR 

ARKET 

3100 WEST LIKE 
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real estate • „ • 

Best buys: 

1 . LONE PINE: Large home with spacious, 
park-like grounds. $115,000. 

2. INDEPENDENCE: 3 bedroom oozy home, 
with firevlaoe and beautiful yard. 
$39,000. 

3. BUSINESS OPPORTUNTIES : Listings in 
Independence, Lone Pine, Olancha and 
Cartago. Call for more Information. 



j n nrZI D0R0THY B ° NNEF|N/mana & er 


n 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


LONE PINE REALTY 
res. (714) 876-4442 


f PAT ROBERTS/associate 

1 res. (714) 876-5864 


CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
bus. (714) 876-4121 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 




Candlelight dining 
beside a cool 
mountain stream 
5:30 ~ 10 pm, 7 days 


(The Paradise Will Be Open 
Through November) 



Earlybird 

Special 

5 : 30 - 6:30 




p 


RESERVATIONS 

387-2370 



^PariacUzs zitauxant 


On Lowor Rock Crook 
15 mllos North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 



New shipments weekly 
from Dallas and Atlanta 

All the latest "looks" : 

"BIG TOP" look for women.. 
McGregor Shirts for men 

, Mondau-Saturday 

9:30 to 5:30 




873-3215 

'In the Town and Country Shopping Center' 621 W. line St. 
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Discounts on 
home insurance ? 


m 

diN«ounl to/ 20 



Q. What's A Discount To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners Insurance 
credit program from Great 
American. 

If you now own or plan to own 
a home less than 10 years old, 
you may qualify for a discount 
on your Homeowners insurance 
as high as 20%. Call or write 
for details—there is no 
obligation. 




im 

your/ Independent ] 
k Insurance / /Agent i 


SERVES VOU FIRST 


R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON - Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 876*4105 


FALL CLOTHES 
ARE HERE! 


graff 

californiawear 
New Collection of Fall Sweaters 


FEATURING 



• Gifts 

• Moccasins 

• Ladies’Sportswear 
Jewelry 


") 


CL-> c: 


f 


W7A- 


\ab v\ — 


COUNTRY SIERRA’ 




763N.Main • Bishop ♦ 872 -9621 





AT LLOYD'S 


L AD|Es ’ L mTmrn7 

CONI-' 


C01-/B0Y 


overshoes 




flannel shirts 

(For extra wide and extra tall men) 



CHILDREN'S COATS AND CLOTHING 
(Moderately priced) 


MEH's 


oversho 


ES 


i) 


J 


\ DOVH 


COA^ s 


AND 


mests\ 


1/ 


VV" 




“Sccamed a 'P'lccud" 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 

876-4371 
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HIGH SIERRA 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING 

He 

\ 



COMPARE 

METHODS: 




& 





PORTABLE STEAM i«« and 
removal soil within the capabil 
ities of household current. Ex 
traction power seldom reaches' 
2 horsepower. 


IHAMPOO-ong inal surface clean 
mg method Dirt and shampoo 
residue not totally extracted 



thorough extraction of dirt 
and grime. This powerful 
equipment cleans deeper, 
leaves carpet dryer and ex 
tends carpet life 

The Steam Genie System yener 
ates up to 10 times more pressure 
than the average carpet cleaning 
equipment, to loosen dirt and 
grime A powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside Only the 
cleaning wand end vacuum 
hose enters your home. 



Steam Genie® System utilizes 
extraction process to clean, 
dry and restore your carpets 


873-7032 

JOE FLAHERTY - Owner 
1421 MATLIK - BISHOP 


8734924 




•jTi 



MOUNTAIN 


v , 2587 W. Line Bishop 

'Vv' : 


- 



RENTALS 


A' <*, 

John Boothe 

>*> - 


SEWER EQUIPMENT 


It’s gonna get \ ,,, 

COLD 
OUT 

See our TL/CDC 

Complete stock of^^- * / iL/IL 



FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

• SEWER PIPE CUTTERS *TEST PLUGS 

•TRENCHER •BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK eMISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 


GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5:30pm S/'T 8am-5om 


WINTER OUTDOOR WEAR- DOWN JACKETS, 
VESTS, BOOTS, SWEATERS, GLOVES 

o 


( 714 ) 873-5070 



OUt Situ and c^Sfiozt cShofifiE 

772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
J BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 93514- 


Purchase Your Own Mobile Home Lot ... In 

SCENIC KNIGHT MAM 

A Planned All-Adult Community 

Inyo-Mono's Best tiigh Sierra View and Best Soil 



A completely regulated and controlled development, approved by the State Dopt. of Real 
Estate. The average lot, on a curved street is 72 x 100 ft. . . . large enough so that your home 
can have a full High Sierra view, regardless of the lot arrangement. All utilities underground. 
Tract management will be by a Home Owners Association. 


YOU HAVE TO SEE IT TO BELIEVE II! 

OPEN HOUSE 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. OR BY APPT. 

See our fabulous recreation complex, all-year covered swimming pool, Jacuzzi therapy pool, saunas, 
billiard and game rooms, tennis courts, social hall... and other amenities. 

• Just 10 miles from Bishop Golf course • Just north of Big Pine 

• West of US 395 eEastorn California's finest living area 


Full details available from 




200 S. Main, Bishop 

Phone: 873-3826 

Nite phones: 8734058; 648-7701; 938-2467 
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THREE FOR 
THE PRICE 
OF TWO 


Big color pictures 
from little 
color pictures 
make great gifts 



Bring us your color prints, color slides or color 
negatives from instant or conventional cameras, 
and we’ll have Kodak make 8x10 KODAK Color 
Enlargements. Order three enlargements of any 
same-size original, and we'll give you three for 
the price of two. Ask us for details. Offer good 
until November 3, 1978. 


Phillips Camera House 

186 No. MAIN BISHOP 

PHONI <714> 072-0077 



The 
Court 
Fight 
: Is over... 

Now 
YOU can 
Decide! 


I’m running 
to win - and we 
WILL win! 

LEADERSHIP * NO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
* PROVEN BUSINESS ABILITY * A FULL-TIME 
SUPERVISOR WHO WILL WORK FOR YOU! 

ELECT 

MOE JACOBSON 

Supervisor, District 3 


Clip and mail today 

sL “N e w s- c Le 11 er 1 

SUBSCRIPTION 


| ] 50 Weeks 

J $25 


1 I 25 Weeks 1 I 3 Months 
1 — 1 $13 1 — $7 


SEND TO. 
ADDRESS. 


i i 

ft 

to 

I 

to 


to 


!!: CITY. 


STATE 


ZIP_ 


* i 

9 


| | Payment enclosed QJpiease bill me % 



CHRISTMAS 


I 



is coming ! 


...So, how about buyinq YOUR liv¬ 
ing doll (whether she's young or not 
so younq) a beautiful doll she can ad¬ 
mire and love. 

FASHION DOLLS * BOTTLE DOLLS * RAG DOLLS 
These and much more. Some with wardrobes 

PS: Santa does his shopping here! 

Kit BOP 

LONE PINE 



214 W. BUSH 
876-5717 





A nnouncing the opening of Lone Pine's 
.finest antiques and collectables 
store... 

* SILVER 
GLASSWARE 
p. FURNITURE 
/» PRIMITIVES 

For your shopping convenience, 
open Mon t Wed, Thurs, Fri t Sat 9-9. 
Tues , 9-5:30 

Nancy Lee’s 
0 Antiques 
& Collectables 

111 W. POST ST. 714-876-4423 
LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 



10% off any purchase 
with this ad 
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How's tht ogn ? 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES 


Travelers along Horseshoe Meadow (Meaow?, 
Mdw?, Med?) Road near Lone Pine are greeted 
with a variety of spelling styles - three 
of the variations at one intersection . In¬ 
yo ’8 white-on-green highway and street in¬ 
dicators are made and repaired at the coun¬ 
ty shops at Manzanar. As a bullet hole in 
one of these indicates, "people have an af¬ 
finity for signs...They’re torn down, bent 
and stolensays the county’s Howard Young. 
The county sign repairman is Harold Carras¬ 
co who has the responsibility in keeping 
them in shape. It costs the county about $75 
to replace or repair one of its signs. Over 
the years replacements accuse the variations. 
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EIR, Continued 

ial release, most interested county depart¬ 
ments have had time to avail themselves of at 
least a once-over look at DWP's voluminous 
claim to Inyo's groundwater. Aside from the 
verbiage and technical claims that DWP uses 
to justify its groundwater pumping, a few im¬ 
portant points come across clearly. Chief a- 
mong these is LA's (unstated) need for con¬ 
tinued economic growth, and DWP's lusty love 
of money and power/which is often disguised 
under a superficial claim of altruistic ser¬ 
vice to the "people of Los Angeles." The 
EIR consciously or unconsciously reveals 
both. The report itself, some two inches 
thick, shows DWP's willingness to spend fort¬ 
unes in order to make its points. Behind a 
cover (a sketch of valley lands irrigated by 
sprays of water with mountains and tall buil¬ 
dings looming, or more appropriately, lurk¬ 
ing threateningly, in the background) which 
one county official concedes as being at least 
"more aesthetically pleasing" than the prev¬ 
ious SIR, is DWP's legal claim and justific¬ 
ation for the continued rape of Owens Valley. 

Liberally scattered throughout the vol¬ 
ume are color photographs of the valley, not 
as victim, but a3 a well-watered Eden careful¬ 
ly guarded by a loving Los Angeles. Conspicu¬ 
ously absent are photos of dead trees and 
desertland that once grew wheat and orch¬ 
ards. A project definition that catches 
the reader's eye early—on states clearly 
DWP's hopes. The department asks for more 
groundwater pumping "for beneficial use 
for Los Angeles and the Ovens Valley." As 
for Los Angeles, the EIR says additional 
water would supplement a "reliable source" 
for "normal and emergency use." 

For Ovens Valley, DWP promises a wa¬ 
ter supply for irrigation, "wildlife en¬ 
hancement," recreational uses on IA lands 
and domestic water for Lone Pine, Indepen¬ 
dence, Rig Pine and Laws. It did not state 
| at what rate or on what financial terms such 
waters would be provided, and, in the case 
of the destruction of the ecosystem and 
ldlife habitat at Mono Lake, the "wild¬ 
life enhancement" claim becomes a sarcasm. 
IMP's original EIR, which Inyo Coun¬ 
ty contested in court, and which the court 
found insufficient and untruthful, offered 
no alternatives to groundwater puraping. The 
current report suggests five. 

The first of these — the one which Inyo 
/ County supports - is the total absence of a 
groundwater pumping project at all. Another 
suggests, even stresses, water conservation 
and pumping; a third, the reuse of treated do¬ 
mestic sewage in 0wen3 Valley, although it 
points out that the use by Inyo Count!ans of 
treated sewage would nonetheless require pump¬ 
ing since there is no great amount of sewage 
here. (This latter "alternative" is one that is 
not likely to generate great enthusiasm here; 
the idea of "reusing treated sewage" in the wa- 
terpipes of valley communities is probably an 
idea whose time has not yet come, at least not 
to the provincial minds of the county gentry.) 

And DVTP offers other alternatives to its 
groundwater pumping program: A fourth proposal 
for the court to consider suggests lining all 
of DWP's canals and ditches and waterways with 
concrete "to prevent seepage," but nonethless 
continuing and increasing pumping for Inyo and 
^ono Counties. (EIR continued on Page lU) 
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LETTERS AND COMMENT 


The News-Letter welcomes Tetters and comment relevant 

to current public issues. The editors will publish 
on this page those considered timely and present 
ing concise viewpoints. Letters and statements 
should be addressed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News- ^ — 

Letter’s readers that publication of a letter neither implies agreement with its content nor 
guarantees its accuracy; it is FORIJM's intent merely to provide free and open discussion. 




LONE PINE FOOTBALL: THE HI-LO LEAGUE 
AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO COLLAPSED LUNGS 
To Whom it may Concern: 

(An open letter to Lone Pine High School 
faculty, Coaches and Parents) 

ANTELOPE VALLEY SCHEDULES 

FOOTBALL WITH USC TROJANS 

Sound ridiculous? Yes. But something just 
as ridiculous happens as our Golden Eagles are 
defeated each week on the field by teams who 
don't even want to make the long trip here for 
the easy win. No one can say it's because our 
sons don't try. But with declining enrollment 
and no physical fitness other than PE in elem¬ 
entary school, they are just no match for the 
larger teams. Tackle football at a grade schodL 
level is not the answer either, as bones not 
completely formed can be damaged at an early 
age. The only alternative I can see at this i 
time is another league based on school size, 
not ability and guts. Why are the players here 
led to believe by parents and coaches alike 
that losing every week is more courageous than 
admitting we do not have the student body to 
compete against larger teams. Our players do 
not even have a physical fitness program till 
a week before school starts while other teams 
are not practicing football, but undergoing a 
vigorous training in the spring. But at this 
point, even this would not help us. If you 
question why, check out our future varsity 
team. A few determined young men will not bring 
us a championship in the foreseeable future. 
How man of our players will be hurt again this 
season because we let our children make our 
decisions for us. It brings to mind a wild an¬ 
imal caught in a trap, biting its own leg off, 
then when it is free, goes off to bleed to 
death. Is this the blind ignorance we teach 
our children? Or is it 
all we know? We have a 
group of young men to 
be proud of, but let's 
not wait til it's an 
epitaph for a dying 
sport in L 0 ne Fine to 
let them know it. 

Injuii es each 
year take a heavy toll 
from a team that can¬ 
not afford any. Some of 
them you can expect, 
but a player that weir¬ 
ed close to 200 pounds 
recently hit one of 
our strapping 130 lb. 
boys collapsing a lung 
These incidences happ¬ 
en in game after game. 

Is it worth the ridi¬ 
cule and harrassment 
that comes with it? A- 
gain, the wild animal. 

°ur young men 
are led to believe the 
Hi-Lo League is easy. 

Coach, let's ask Big 
Fine for a scrimmage 


some day, or one of their other champion teams. 
Let's care enough about them and their morale 
to make winners out of them. We have no busin¬ 
ess being in-the league that we are in, with 
the declining enrollment. School board of Lone 
Fine, where do we begin to show them we care 
about our team? Joining the booster club will 
not help this situation. There is nothing left 
to boost. Let our players know it's no degrad¬ 
ation nor is Hi-Lo based on any less ability. 

if you had witnessed the game wherein Mo¬ 
jave was able to play their second and third 
strings until we were so far behind there was 
no chance of catching up. Then sending in 
their first string to keep us from scoring. 

We played our only string, and our young men 
were so exhausted they played the last quart¬ 
er on adrenalin alone. Rahi RahI RahI 

I see no reason why all our teams can¬ 
not go Hi-Lo. Maybe we can win a volleyball, 
football - or some other championship. Maybe . 

— A Concerned Parent 
Lone Fine 

(Name witheld on request) 

(Editors’ note: With some reluctance, 
News-Letter concedes that football, as a 
national malaise, is a fact of life. How¬ 
ever, the editors find little value in an 
exercise that tries to prove one person 
superior to another based on physical size 
alone, particularly if any possibility of 
physical injury is even a small considera¬ 
tion. Perhaps it is time for Inyo’s youths 
to center their energies on scholastic 
competition. For instance it might be well 
for them to learn to read a simple sent¬ 
ence - or to write one correctly. The fut- 

(See FORUM on the next page) 


Empty playing field bespeaks the state of football in Inyo 

"There is nothing left to boost" 
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FORUM, Continued 

ure belongs not to the gladiators of this 
or any other age (Note our gratitude!), 
but rather to those who encourage and 
practice civilized thought. In view of 
current priorities and attitudes , however, 
and bowing to the popular idea that foot¬ 
ball is of significance, it would appear 
that the above letter, written by a con¬ 
cerned parent, has considerable merit.) 

IN A POEM, A PLEA FOR 
INYO COUNTY'S AGED 

Dear Editor: 

An accompanying poem, THY FATHER, THY 
MOTHER, has come from some years of working 
with the Aged in institutions. 

It is not meant to be critical: There are 
many loving families and friends who visit our 
sanatoriums faithfully, and as one of the nurs¬ 
ing staff I know both the administration and 
all of the departments have worked tremendous¬ 
ly hard to raise and maintain the quality of 
care; but it still remains a heart-rending sit¬ 
uation, not only in this community but in the 
entire country. 

What the poem is intended to convey is 
the idea that with a unity of family, instit¬ 
ution and community, much, much more can be 
done for the old people! 





may prompt his publish¬ 
er to run a series of 
articles. As he wound 
up his visit here af¬ 
ter a week '3 schedule 
of photo junket3 and 
interviews, he was 
asked what, if any, 
personal conclusions 
he had reached "as an 
outside, objective 
reporter." His reply, 
carefully written 
down for the record: 

"Even if one ignores 
tiie questionable mot¬ 
ivations snd tactics 
whi ch o ri gi nally plac¬ 
ed the DWP in this 
valley, it is appar¬ 
ent to me that their 
present interest lies 
in the direction of 
increased aquisition 
of money and power; 
this in blatant dis¬ 
regard for their public mandate and totally at 
the expense of the well-being of future gener¬ 
ations - not just in the valley and in Los Ang¬ 
eles, but of our yhole society." And did he 
have any further views? "It will all come out 
in the story." 


Photojournalist Smith 

A series of articles 


- Ann Capodanno, RN 
Independence 

(Editors' note: On another page in 
this edition, News-Letter is happy to 
publish Ms. Capodanno's poem. News-Letter 
feels that her point is well taken.) 

NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

there was no fee at all. So what did the sup¬ 
ervisors finally decide? Nothing so far. 

*** 

THE COUNTY HEALTH AND ANIMAL CONTROL DEPART- 
ment has "identified a problem" on Inyo's In¬ 
dian reservations - that of unlicensed and, 
presumably, unvaccinated dogs running loose. 
But for now there will be more bark than bite 
as the county's officialdom opts far a course 
of diplomacy in dealing with the situation. 

The health department's Jim Goodloe wan in¬ 
structed by the supervisors to meet with loc¬ 
al tribal councils to ask if they will adopt 
a dog licensing-immunization regulation simi¬ 
lar to the county's. It seems that county law 
cannot be enforced on the reservations even 
though the dog problem - the possibility of 
rabies - knows no boundaries and can spread to 
other areas. And G 00 dloe had another problem 
as he met with the supervisors this week. He 
says that some dog owners unable to pay the 
cost of retrieving their dogs from the pound, 
are turning the pound into a kennel and board¬ 
ing service. "We can't destroy the dogs un¬ 
less we get pg mission from the owners." Good¬ 
loe seeks some official directives on just 
how long to keep the unredeemed dogs. 

A NSW YORK PHOTOJO’JHNALIST WITH AN IMPRESSIVE 
portfolio of picture stories in major nation¬ 
al magazines is in the county to cover the 
Owens Valley water situation as part of an 
article he is doing for the million-plus rea¬ 
ders of Scholastic Magazine. Jim Smith came 
here after hearing of the Inyo-DWP battle; 
he says the complexities of the local fight 1 
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LONE PINE MAY HAVE ANOTHER DOCTOR. An organiz¬ 
ation calling itself Pacific Riysicians, Inc., 
has offered to supply emergency room doctors 
who would fly in each weekend and stand-by at 
Southern Inyo Hospital and supply also a "fam¬ 
ily practice" physician for the community. 

At present, a Ban Francisco doctor pr ovides a 
similar service for weekends at Southern Inyo. 
In order to solve Lone Pine's increasingly 
serious doctor shortage, Hospital Administra¬ 
tor Merlyn Pinney said he'll be checking with 
the medical staff on alternative solutions and 
then make a recommendation to the hospital 
board in the coming week. 

CALIFORNIA'S BEER BUST: Californians laid out 
a whopping $1.U billion for beer so far this 
year - a 10$ increase in consumption over the 
figures for 1977. Most of the sales were in 
the form of six-packs (Av. 13-lii cases per 
barrel, or about $2 six-packs) that would add 
up to lit million barrels. A release from the 
U.S. Brewers' Association had no break-down 
on county consumption. 

*** 

MORE GOVERNMENT PLANNING AFOOT: This time it's 
"CORRP," or California Outdoor Recreation Re¬ 
sources Plan. Inyo's local Parks and Recreat¬ 
ion man, Jim Angelo, says it amounts to just 
an inventory of planning needs, but in effect 
"CORRP* has little real substance. Angelo ex¬ 
plains that if the state wants to qualify for 
land and water conservation funds from the fed¬ 
eral government, it must have an update of a 
recreation plan. CORRP also provides a guide 
for local agencies, if they want or need it. 

■WH* 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: "They can now pass, punt or 
kick," says Bishop Councilman P.D. Cook in 
talking about Caltrans' "parking" issue. The 
council dumped the matter back on Caltrans this 
week after local pressure from business hous¬ 
es showed clearly that most of them want to 
keep parking on Bishop's Main Street. 

















Notes from B.K. 



BLUETT KESSLER 


MOST PEOPLE CARRY SOMEWHERE IN THEIR HEARTS A LOVING WISH THAT "WILDERNESS" 
as we know it be preserved from the depredations of thoughtless exploitation. 

These are people of sound sense and understanding; they neither flaunt their 
macho in a Four-W-D revved and racing through the brush, nor do they bring 
the big machines to strip the earth to leave it lacerated after the gold's 
gone. But these, the common-sense ones, also fear a predator proven to be far 
worse: the pipsqueak bureaucrat who, never having known or deserved power, 
craves it longingly; the small and puny desk-tyrant who wants to wear a badge 
and order people about and pass all the bucks either to Washington or to the 
little book of neat little rules - "regulations" - by which he would have all 
people live in his service* We all know the type, the mental and spiritual e- 
masculate who, finding neither creativity nor the capacity of thought within himself, would 
deprive others of it; he lurks in every office somewhere usually with some sort of "plan" be¬ 
fore him on a desk so nit-picking neat as to be an embarrassment to better men. Such are they 
who of late have dreamed up and still try to sell the Forest Service's "RARE II" program and 
the 3LM's "wilderness" program, and God-knows-what-all-other "programs" that turn up in the 
seldom brains of small people with nothing else to do. No one should be longer fooled by the 
kindly image of "Smokey the Bear" and the good ole boys that put out our forest fires. Hardly 
one in ten anymore could man a hard-line or a shovel or do a decent day's planting of trees: 
They've all turned office-boy, sold out to the politicians, and instead of cutting trails 
they walk instead the yellow brick road to personal power - and if you let then get by with it 
they'll tell you, at gunpoint if need be, how they want you to behave on every inch of "gov¬ 
ernment" land. This county, which is 80‘| "government" owned, should fight the federal land 
grab down to the last pebble and leaf. (USFS and Bill offices here: Please copy and forward to 
your bosses.) 

WE SHOULD HAVE KNOWN SOMETHING 'WAS AMISS IN THE FOREST SERVICE AND BLM when they started hir¬ 
ing "experts" and "public relations" men instead of smoke—jumpers and firemen. But then of 
course I'm really wasting space; all 3uch a paltry lot of white-collar sybarites they're 
undeserving of the free advertising. 


DWP CAN'T SEEM TO STAY OUT OF TROUBLE; its reputation as neighbor in Inyo County has doubt¬ 
less moved before it like a long shadow and even the LA city attorney's office is getting 
fed up with it. Down in Arizona the Navajos have grown up and their sophistication goes be¬ 
yond the weaving of baskets and blankets and they weave instead the schemes to trap the wat¬ 
er company: 'The Navajos, wisely enough, want to tax DWP on its interest in a coal operation 
(More honestly, a strip-mining operation) down there, aid they're backed up by a federal judge 
who allows as how the indians can send out any tax bills they see fit. The DWP, leaning ag¬ 
ain on its hard-pressed lawyers, want to appeal the decision. Laughable, really, but at the 
same time, the fatcats in DWP know they can't lose: It costs than nothing out—of—p>ocket, not 
so much as one expense account; they merely pass it along to the water and electric consum¬ 
ers. But may their days be not lacking in troubles. 


SOME OFFICERS IN THIS COUNTY, AND IN OTHERS, WOULD LIKE TO ENFORCE CERTAIN IAWS - like the 
laws against selling or "furnishing" liquor to minors. They figure that if the booze were cut 
off at the source, then some of the other hell-raising among the kiddies might end. But the 
teeny-boppers kncrw the schedules of who is on duty behind the counters at what time in the 
shops of the booze merchants: A sympathetic (or greedy) clerk here, another there. And then 
there are always the just-over-the-age-line friends happy and foolish enough to buy the stuff 
for them. A quick look at the record indicates that in the past few months, there have been 
no prosecutions of liquor dealers or their clerks, or of the "buyers" who furnish the stuff 
to kids. ABC please note. 


US KESSLERS SEEM ALWAYS TO BE INVOLVED IN CONTROVERSY. The back-east papers and the network 
news are full of stories about ray dad, Carl Kessler. He's the judge who sentenced a lot of 
striking school teachers to jail when they failed to go back to work, this in violation of 
his court order. That's in Dayton, 0. They're serving their time "on weekends." 

ARE FOREIGN NATIONALS ELIGIBLE FOR THE COUNTY'S "HOT MEALS" PROGRAMS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS? 
Food program Director %ke Cosenza is trying to get a ruling out of Sacramento on the ques¬ 
tion. It seems there have been some questions raised about that over in Tecopa, since a num¬ 
ber of Canadian seniors move into that warm area every year to escape the Canadian cold. Ap¬ 
parently, they've been taking advantage of the meals program there. 

■J8H* 

SENATOR HAYAKAWA wiLl be here (at T*one Pine) on the 19th. There'll be a $9-a-plate dinner at 
Town Hall. So get your questions ready for the senator and oh boy do I have a few; like why 
is he pressing for the release of Patty Hearst, and (see above) tihy are all those tax dollars 
going into the promotion of those land projects that nobody wants? 

•SHHE- 

KY SOAPBOX, LONG OVERUSED, IS GETTING RICKETY FROM ALL THE THUNDERING ABOVE IT. I'll step 
down (to the relief and gratitude of all). ....And, may the news in your day be good news, 
every day... 
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EIR, Continued 

Finally, in its listing of alternatives, 
DWP suggests a plan for "maximum development" 
of the groundwater for more uses than includ¬ 
ed in the present project* There was little 
or no elaboration on DWP's meaning here. 

The department makes no bones about LA's 
future water "needs," assuming as it does that 
the already-overgrown, sprawling crime-ridden 
megalopolis will continue its burgeoning mal¬ 
aise. The document freely admits: "Increased 
pumping fran existing wells will result in a 
lowered water table, which will cause a num¬ 
ber of impacts on the environment." This ad¬ 
mission stands in stark contrast to the rec¬ 
ent words of a DWP official who atated in a 
DWP publication that pumping has had no eff¬ 
ects whatever, and that indeed the groundwa¬ 
ter level remains unchanged from its historic 
level. DWP, like Inyo County, is not always 
consistent in its official positions, it mi$it 
seem to the observer unaccustomed to hearing 
the claims of both. 

DWP says in its new EIR that lowered wa¬ 
ter tables are "expected to cause springs to 
dry up within the zone of influence of the 
pumping vfells." This, in effect, is an admis¬ 
sion that where wells pump, the valley turns 
to desert. 

Also, DWP foresees a reduction of plant- 
life, suffering losses over "11.5^ of the val¬ 
ley flooro" Where it gets its out—of—the-hat 
figure is unknown. 

As for the animals that inhabit the val¬ 
ley, DWP claims "no significant adverse im¬ 
pacts on wildlife," although a few species 
"may be reduced in numbers." With springs 
drying up, as DWP pedicts, the question ar¬ 
ises as to where the animals might find wat¬ 
er for survival, barring the possibility that 
community dwellers might somehow share "re¬ 
used sewage water" with them from the taps at 
home. DWP hastens to reassure, however, that 
no species "are expected to be threatened 
with extinction." 

DWP had news not particularly encourag¬ 
ing to the valley's cattle producers, to the 
effect that "Domestic livestock will be remov¬ 
ed from LA land if competition with the Tule 
Elk developes. For more years than the cat¬ 
tlemen care to remember, the Tule Elk, secure 
in the valley's preserve, have been the source 
of considerable cowboy anger. 

Another environmental concern touched on 
in the EIR is air quality. A number of experts 


in the field of air pollution and wind eros¬ 
ion have mde exhaustive national studies of 
the effects of dust airborne fraa lands that 
have been drained by DWP. Area doctors attrib¬ 
ute a considerable amount of the county's res¬ 
piratory problems to blowing alkali, dust. But 
DWP's EIR promises that groundwater pumping 
will in no way contribute to the problem, on¬ 
ly "some increase in particulate concentration 
during dust storms which occur $-10 times a 
year." 

It may be a matter of trading one area 
of pollution for another. DWP says that hydro¬ 
electric power generated by Owens Valley water 
will reduce pollution - on the south coast - 
by ending the necessity of burning fuel oil, 
in this case 300,000 barrels of oil annually, 
a costly item on DWP's expense list. 

The chilly tone of the DWP document, 
and its blatant, almost arrogant admissions of 
intended future damages to the valley's ecosys¬ 
tem and even its lifestyle, leaves the reader 
with the impression that DWP is talking doll¬ 
ars and not, as its other pretensions imply, 
public service or social concern. The reader 
is jolted once again into the sometimes-for¬ 
gotten fact that DWP is scarcely even a "muni¬ 
cipal" water company. Uncontrolled either by 
the L.A. city government, which usually serves 
only as a rubber-stamp approver of DWP wishes, 
or by the Public Utilities Commission, DWP's 
interests usually are kept in line only to the 
extent that counties — or city government — or 
politics — are willing to do battle in court. 
"Negotiating" with DWP has proven so far to 
be an exercise in futility. Even the Indians 
of Arizona have of late discovered DWP's capac¬ 
ities for land-raping and have accordingly had 
to resort to the courts for their share of DWP 
loot stripped-mined of late in the form of coal 
from Indian lands. 

Inyo's officials are reluctant as yet to 
make comment on the new EUR and its sometimes 
confusing or ambiguous terminology. The county 
hydrologist, Phil Williams, said little more 
than the fact that DWP has "changed a few 
things here and there, but it seems very simil¬ 
ar to the first EUR." Williams and others con¬ 
tinue their study of the report which DWP hopes 
will be convincing enough to the court that now 
sets its groundwater pumping rates. 

Taken as a whole, the EIR might be con¬ 
sidered as setting a new standard in advanced 
bureaucratese’ and doubletalk. Viewed as a ser¬ 
ious, ecologically oriented, public-service- 
directed plan, it is, well, unimaginative and 
marvelously unconvincing. 
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